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4OBSTE, Mlight Scrgesnt (.0.D WE0N, of 70 Bduwidren, whe
PAON R0O from 8.%. eorner of MOES I=ZLAD om a&iﬁﬁ
swhilst em route from WAKDE to HOLL ®iDIA.

' #] wes Frolic Yellow S,and took off 2711850/k. to
ot BI'K. Yellew 4 went unserviceable over BI'E apmd I
Flight Lendnr to esoort Yallow 4 buek to base.
Potween BIE oad W.KDE my ne begsz vitroting very bodly.
& WARDE about 1510/k. My R cormmmiestion with Yellow 4
jnued to base. I hed eagine chesked at WANDE,
'Wﬂmﬂmwﬁnsﬂp.u 1t seensed & I tock off
+ + Flone was 0K for about 10 utes and then enzine
agnin. 1 decided to test prope or governor o acseer
s I put the plsne into a dlve from S000 faet,
Aown the sugine cut sut so I pulled out at 2500 feet
' up to about 4000 feet. Mogine failed to plek wp, 1 chunged
tabks and tried the prising pusp. Lotter gave soue life %o
1 ed. The enzine out =s scom as I stépped us the
- 1 then eslled Gardenia md told Aim I wus in trouble
osition. 'recker osme back snd I g«
ust PopEE ISL WD. ‘s 1 was thea at sboul ft.
decided to Alteh the sirplone and :ttempt to
beaches in the FODEN’. GROUP. Whilst eporozch
gaw thot the beash selected was = 1ittle rooky ond 1 renehorad
:Mimtrnfmhmmmmﬂm islande so I
wey down ] tried to jettisom the heood,
not work properly and 1 then wan-ged to
out. 1 disconnected sarphone plugs and miks throut mikw.
33 relansed : pefore jettisoning hood, I was at 130 wph.
aps wndersart uwp when sppronching water which was very i
_ : ' jeble wind. I lended in the water towsrds the SE.
and 200 yux frem BB, cormer /JOES ISL/ND.The water was asbout 20 §
in . Tail hit water first st w«hout €5 to 100 mph.. londed :
and thenm mome crme dowm esusing plune to Jerk, but not to pounce oGH
of wter. is svom ss plane lost morentum 7 undid hiraess but kept
3 414 met mnde persehute hrrness on way fowm o8 T ¥ wlE
imeriesm type h rness had releaged several tines dur flight and 10
did pot want to risk umfestening 1% sgain. 1 deelded mot te, W TR
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tize relea parashute before getting out ra ajreraft was = 4
sinking. 1 ped over side of eockpit gettisg cut and rell om/be
wing apd off it into the wnter. Vimg was then sbout 18 inches yhd

the water. I swom rboul three strokes fros plane and looked -
in time teo see the %1l d4ssppearing. 1 estim-te plune frontogl
10 sesunds only from the time she stopped soving. I undid pogd@uv
pertisily infl=ted mee west and storted to get dioghy out. (¥

1 them paw a metive souing out from the islaxd shore 1n s ggnoe; S
tred witer with prreshute still sgtached to wie wesd wntil e noLYe
' 8 up. ) hed mme weet on sll the tlue whieh thoughu #mly wiedy |
inflated was sufficlent to sujport we and the puraehute JF Bud DHL L £
Temoved sny olothing end hed water bottle, gun belt sud ¥ daian) i
1573 '

threw gloves off when trylng to get dlanghy out. [
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Narrgtive ovort by

412081, Flight Sergecent G.C. 1OGG, of 75 Squadron,
who ditchsd his P40 5 miles N.W. of Bam Islend
on 13th May, 1944, whilst en route from Cape
Gloucsster to Tadji.

At approximately 0900 hours, I took off from Cape
Gloucester a3 ¥rolie Greem Four to fly to Tadji.

At 1015 hrs, the engine gave iis first sign of
trouble when it gave two promounced thumps. Then, sbout
a minute later, it Just cut out, although the props kept
windmilling.

At this time I was 5 miles N,W. of Bem Islemnd, at
4,000 feet. I inmedliately turmed on Lhe eueTEency I.F.F.
end then eslled Frolic CGreen One end reported that I would
have to beil out or diteh. I checked over my cockplt to
to try to find the trouble end mectify it, if possible;
put es I wes uneble to stert the moter again, I cellsd up
Froliec Green One end told him I would be daitehing.

- After dropping the belly tenk, F disconnected my

" heed phone end throst mike leads and/checked that my harness
was locked and tight. I epproachsd the weter in a series of
slow 8§ turnse et 120 m.p.h., with wheels and Tlaps retracted
and cooling gills in mormel flylng positiom. At about

30 feet I comrenced e moymsl check and then held off just
sbove the water, pulling the tail down uatil 1t hit the
surface, At the moment of impact, I would essiuste that
I was doing 100 m.p.h. The tail bunaped on the watey three
times befers the cooling scoup hit, and then spray flew all

|

over the windscreen and momenmbarily obscured ny vision. I
had the hood Jlocked back at the time, es the Jetiison control
refused to work. I landed 90deg. out of wind, slong the
divection of the swell.

.- As goon as the sgircraft stoppped moving, I undld my
Eﬂ_s and stepped out of the cockpit on to the starboard
ainplene, which wes sbout & foot below weter. After stand-
ing on the meinplens for a coupls of seconds, I stepped off
into the water, end then releesed my parechute herness. I
kept my perachute on until I was in the water, because ;
previously, when one of our pilets had left his aireraft
without his parachute attached, the cord conmecting the dingh
to his Wee vest had snegpped. ¥

"~ From the tims the aircraft stopped moving smd comienced
to sink mmtil it fimelly disappsared, I would estimate as be
ing from 30 to-45 ssconds, which gave me anple time to get
clear. o R ~

Oon the way down, I had psrtislly iaflsted ny Mee lesg,

50 that I hed both my hands ena legs free to get the dinghy)

out end inflate 1t. \hilst getting the dinzhy out, I trich

to hold the parschute between ny legs, as I thought thet he

silk would probably te useful es g marker for seerching als

eraft. Fowever, I lost the pack before T got the dinghy ™,

inflated. At first I only half inflated the dlughy, &nrd tH

way I found it eesy to pull fhe dinghy underpeath @S asnd tH

5™ complete the inflatiom azrfer T was sittinz in it. After i

- e R flating the (inghy, I pullsd bhs dinghy on board, &8 it col
| : tained the paddles ard medicel equipment.

_The sireraft of my squedron circlsd oyer me for apg
imetely 15 minutes before lesviaz. My No. 1 buzzsd me ¢
until he sew 1 wes sefe, and he then heeded for the Laste
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DATE OF DITCHING.  29/5/44. P.40 N, 229-582, : '

*- NOESI ISLAND. (Approx.l5 miles South-Enst of BIAK.)

I was flying SMUTTY GREEN 1 on a patrol over BIAK Igland,
ond took off et 291080 K. @ reached the coast of BIAK a% approx.
291210 K. On the way up, ny engine seemed to be losinz power, end
at 16000 feet, began vibrating so b that I decided to return %o
base, teking my No. 2 with me as eseort. I dived down to about 7000
feet. w.n;rw{atmo at lower sltitude, es I had hed similer

ous occas

trouble on dions, and had been sble %o elear it by

adjustoent of the mixture. Af this altitude, $he vibration

diminish tut the engine lacked power, ond started to cut

oscasi - IhelpmmEmannwlﬁattmutmau,
L )

and he had sokmowledged 2 stayed with me. 4s I was then
over PODAEIDO ISLANDS, I deoided to eircle there at 6000 feet, to
cheok the enzine before setting out over the long stretoh of water %o
the meiniend. I had just sterted o turm, when the engine cut dead,
end fuel sprayed into the cookpi.':mand over me, from undernezth and
e o i Si1 honsnren unh Sempavuseres voos oS wred
ous
:‘p&mmﬁmg;ugmm:nh.“ﬁm@tzﬂmtoﬂn,
3 & albrioulty, I was'a$ shous 5000 feot by
called up GARDENIA 1 ondl 2, told them I was about %o
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slghé « By this $ime, netives from
: 'I'%tﬁ:&muhm‘.ﬁdﬂ
3 oame end ssluted me. galled some o
with pin?;mlo; pep-pew and coconuts, which they offered
$elk to them in H%Mi&. end established that

on the island, their coamversction, I found
some French words here =nd there. I then tried
one seened to understend me feirly well
on any of the Islands, but by word and g, |
there were, as he said "7 milles Jepem-men" |
thet he meant thers were 7000 Japs en
at he said, I gathered that most of the natives on the
islond and that the island wes very rich in food end fish
There were meny notives on the other side of the isl.nd fishingz from
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